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Orangemen, an association of Protestants 1
to defend the Protestant succession to the
British throne and the Protestant religion in
church and state as settled by the Bill of
Rights and Act of Settlement of 1688. It had
its origin in William, Prince of Orange, on his
arrival in England, but was not definitely es-
tablished in Ulster till 1795.

Orange River, Gariep, or Groote River,
the longest river of South Africa, 1,300 m.,
though practically useless for navigation, be-
cause of the bar at its mouth and rapids some
20 m. farther up.

Oratorio, a musical drama of a sacred or
semi-sacred nature, requiring for its adequate
performance a large body of singers, with a
full orchestral accompaniment, which is also
frequently supplemented by a part for the
organ. Its origin may be traced back to the
miracle plays of the i3th and i4th centuries.
During the i8th century, the most prolific and
in some respects the greatest of all composers
of oratorio was Handel whose most famous ora-
torio, the Messiah (1741) was written hi
twenty-four days. The oratorios which per-
haps most seriously rival those of Handel as
regards frequency of performance and degree
of popularity are Haydn's Creation (1798) and
Seasons (1801), and Mendelssohn's St. Paul
(103*5) and Elijah (1846).

The term oratorio is applied also to almost
any choral-orchestral work in which the music
is in the style of an oratorio, and the subject
treated is of a serious nature. The modern
requiem mass may be regarded as a form of
oratorio. Consult G. P. Upton's TIte Standard
Oratorios.

Oratory, Congregation of the, religious
associations founded early in the iyth century,
one of which became celebrated in England
and the other in France.

Orbit, the path pursued by one heavenly
body about another under the influence of its
attraction. The orbits traced by the planets
and satellites of the solar system are ellipses
one focus of which is occupied by the governing

Orcagna, the common designation of
ANDREA DI CIONE (c. 1308-*;. 1368), Florentine
painter and sculptor, who for some time after
the death of Giotto was one of the leading ar-
tists in Florence. His chief paintings are
frescoes in the chapel of Santa Maria Novella,
Florence. His St. Zendbius Enthroned is also at
Florence, and an altar-piece, the Crowning of
$4 Virgin, is now in the National Gallery,
London.

Orchardson, Sir William Quiller (1835-

1910), Scottish genre painter, born in Edin-
burgh. His pictures include Napoleon on the
Bellerophon (iSSo), The Challenge (1865),
In tJie Gloaming (1901).

Orchestra. A body of performers on any
kind of musical instrument may be termed a
battd, but the title otchestra implies that string-
ed instruments played with the bow constitute
an essential feature of the combination. The
use of orchestral accompaniment to dramatic
music was introduced in Italy and France
about the beginning of the i7th century, dur-
ing which period Monteverde of Mantua is be-
lieved to have done most to further its de-
velopment. In his opera, Orfeo (1608), he em-
ployed an orchestra of thirty-sis instruments,
consisting of harpsichords, violins, viols, lutes,
guitars, organs of wood, trumpets, flutes, and
other instruments. Orchestral music gradually
developed into a separate branch of art, which
has become perhaps the greatest of all forms of
musical compositions. An example of a well-
arranged orchestra, contains fourteen first
violins, twelve second violins, ten violas,eight
violoncellos, eight double-basses, one harp,
three flutes, one piccolo, three oboes, one cor
anglais, three clarinets, one bass clarinet,three
bassoons, one contra fagotto, four horns, four
trumpets and cornets, three trombones, one
bass tuba, three kettledrums (tympani), one
side drum, one bass drum, one triangle, and
one pair of cymbals. The manner in which the
tones of the different instruments are blended
or contrasted in an orchestral composition is
termed orchestration or instrumentation. Or-
chestral music, apart from its use in conjunc-
tion with works of a dramatic nature did not
receive serious attention until about the be-
ginning of the iSth century. Among the names
of those most intimately associated with its
development are Bach, Gluck, Haydn, Mo-
zart, Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann, Men-
delssohn, Berlioz, Wagner, Brahms, Tschai-
kowsky, Dvorak, and Richard Strauss. Out-
standing in the United States are the New
York Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra, con-
ducted by Arturo Toscanini and various guest
conductors; the Boston Symphony Orchestra,
Serge Koussevitzsky, conductor since 1924.'
the Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra, con-
ducted by Leopold Stokowski from 1912-35,
when he retired.

Orchids, perennial herbaceous plants, witL
fleshy or leathery parallel-veined leaves, and re-
markable flowers of every size and color, witb
three sepals, and three petals, of which the
lower one is usually larger, wider, and more
brightly colored than the others, and is known